Chapter Fifty-eight
MOONBEAM
H
 SI-MEN CH'ING drank wine with his friends and
relatives and got very drunk. When the party was
over he went to Beauty of the Snow's room. .She was
in the kitchen watching everything being cleared away, but,
when she heard that Hsi-mfin had gone to her room, she
hurried away. Miss Yil was in her room. Beauty of the Snow
asked her to go to the Moon Lady's room where she could
share a bed with Flute of Jade and the other maid. There
were only three rooms in Beauty of the Snow'§ apartment.
One had a couch and another a stove bed. It was more than
a year since Hsi-men Ch'ing had visited her. She quickly
took his clothes and put them on a chair. Then she made
the bed, washed herself with perfumed water3 and went to
make him some tea. When he had drunk it they took off their
clothes and went to bed.
The next day was the twenty-eighth, Hsi-m£n's birthday.
When he had burned some paper offerings, a boy called Hu
Hsiu came with a message from Han Tao-kuo. The servants
told Hsi-mSn Ch'ing, and Hsi-mSn gave orders that he
should be brought to the hall. He asked the boy where the
boat was. Hu Hsiu gave him a letter with some accounts.
"Uncle Han has bought silk in Hang-chou worth ten thou-
sand taels," he said. uHe has brought it as far as Lin-ch'ing
and there he is waiting for money to pay the duty. Without
it, he can't bring the goods to the city.*'
When Hsi-mSn Ch'ing had read the letter and looked at
the accounts he was delighted. He ordered Ch'i T'ung to
give Hu Hsiu something to eat and told the boy that, when
he had done, he must go and take the news to Master Ch'iao.
He himself went to see the Moon Lady. "Han/* he said,
"has arrived at Lin-ch'ing and he has sent this boy Hu Hsiu
with the statements. We must get busy clearing the house
opposite. We can store the goods there and I must look
about for a man to take charge of the shop."
"Yes," the Moon Lady said, "there is no time to lose.
Jt is late enough already."
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